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COMPOSITON
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Figure 1 The swing 1767 
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Three aspects are very important for a composition:

focal point 
A painting or drawing should have one main subject, a focal point to which the viewer’s eye is inevitably drawn. What does the painter Fragonard want to emphasise in the painting on figure 1?  Take a look at the coloured example in the book 'Arti' in the class room as well. (page 71)

He's stressing one element, the girl on the swing. The sunlight shines on her, through the trees, while the background is dark. She's also painted in warm red colours, while the rest is blue and green. Red and green form a complementary colour contrast, so he's using a complementary contrast  as well. The background is less detailed and distinct than the foreground, in which we see more intense colours, contrasting shapes and tonal contrasts.

directional lines
When we look at a picture of any kind, we instinctively look for a visual pathway to guide us through the composition and make sense of it.
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Which directional lines are important in this painting? The direction of light is forceful, from the left top corner to the right bottom corner. As well as the directions of the ropes of the swing. But there is more to see; the man in the left bottom corner is pointing at the woman on the swing. The angel on the pedestal is watching the  woman, as well as the two playing kids in the background. These are the in-directional lines that emphasise the woman as the focal point.
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Assignment 1




Figure 3 The  raft of the Medusa 1819 




Figure 4  
Look at the painting of figure 3 and its composition drawing on figure 4. Describe what you see using the following terms (use the dictionary for the words that you don't know).

The focal point of 'The raft of the Medusa' is _______________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

It's emphasised by ___________________________________________________________________ ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The main directional lines are __________________________________________________________ ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Assignment 2



Figure 5   Jacques Louis David; The oath of Horatii

Make a composition drawing of the painting in figure 5. Look at the format of the painting before you start drawing the frame. Is it a vertically painted format called portrait, or a horizontally painted format, called landscape?


     portrait
 landscape
Composition summary
A composition is determined by:

-the shape of the frame






-the focal point

-conspicuous directions

Focal point 

can be emphasised by :

-a tonal contrast, 

light and dark

-a colour contrast, 

warm and cool contrast









complementary contrast









pure and impure colours

-a contrast in technique

impasto and transparent










drawing and painting









expressive and precise 

-a contrast in shape

geometric and organic









vague and detailed

-a contrast in directions

horizontal, vertical and diagonal

Directional lines 

can be:


-visible lines


accents, limits of surfaces, lines

-invisible lines


watching, walking and pointing directions 

Basic composition shapes



    CENTRAL
       TRIANGLE 
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COMPOSITION
       COMPOSITION
            COMPOSITION

COMPOSITION
 COMPOSITION
     COMPOSITION




       PYRAMID 

   COMPOSITION      

Character of a composition

A composition can give an image meaning (or effect, or suggestion, or intention, or atmosphere)

-a diagonal composition is:  
unbalanced 

a-symmetrical

dynamic

-a central composition or pyramid composition is :
orderly and balanced 

symmetrical

static
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Abstract Composition

In one way, abstracted pictures are more difficult to create and compose than realistic ones. Abstract paintings are not mere records but images which may be created totally out of the painter’s imagination. Finding a balanced realistic image is not too difficult when using a viewfinder (figure 8). But to create the same thing from unrecognisable shapes makes this kind of painting very challenging.

Composition is the organisation of a picture, whether realistic or abstract.

Assignment 3

Design an abstract composition using the method of fragmentation. Fragmentation is an image development strategy that splits or breaks up an image. Take a look in the book ‘Arti’ in the classroom. Search in the first 4 chapters for realistic paintings. Select a detail out of one of these  paintings.



Figure 8

Draw the shape of the frame of your viewfinder on an A4-paper. Copy all the lines and shapes of this fragment of the painting. 

Close the book and decide for yourself which part of this abstract drawing is going to be your focal point. 

How are you going to emphasise the focal point? Which directional lines are going to be important? Which contrasts are you going to use?

Make 3 interesting abstract composition designs on the A4-paper, using this method and your watercolour pencils.

Assignment 4

Choose one of your best designs and enlarge it on an A3-paper.  Make sure you use the same shape of frame and work it out in poster paint. Keep in mind that you can use different techniques of painting as well, e.g. impasto or transparent.

Homework
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Specific Terms

composition

how things are ordered within a frame.

focal point
what pulls the viewer into the work of art, it’s the centre of the attention, even though it’s not always in the centre. 

directional lines
the main directions in a work or art, that lead the eye towards the focal point

cut of 
deliberately cropping the figures at the edges of a frame brings the viewer in close for more intimate contact with the subject.

landscape format
the top of the page is one of the longer sides

portrait format
the top of the page is one of the shorter sides

impasto
involves applying the paint thickly and liberally, so that it retains the marks and ridges left by the brush

transparent
involves painting with diluted paint, because the paint is transparent, the white reflective surface of the paper shines through the colours

viewfinder
a rectangular shape cut out of a piece of paper or cardboard. It helps you to arrange or position your subject in a more interesting way

pedestal

the base that a column, a statue, etc rests on 

fragmentation

splitting or breaking up an image
                                  
�





Composition means order. It’s about how different elements; line, colour, shape, etc. are ordered within a frame. 





The term is more known as referring to music. It means the same thing, within music it concerns the order of the notes, instruments, etc. that constitute a whole. 									











composition drawing





Cut two angles of 90º out of a piece of paper, and use these two angles as a viewfinder


(see fig. 8).  The white paper helps to blot out anything which is beside your subject and gives you a clear outline. This simple viewfinder also helps you to arrange or position your subject in an interesting way. 








Figure 2





Figure 2 shows us the composition drawing of 'the Swing',  the focal point and the conspicuous directions in the painting.





	











Search on the internet for 3 different realistic paintings. Print them in colour and find out what the focal point in the painting is. Describe how it is emphasised; which colour contrasts are used, which differences in technique, etc. The summary on page 3 will help you with it. Describe the main directional lines as well. In the end make a compositional drawing in which you make all this clear. Keep in mind that you use the right size and shape for the frame! 





				Figure 6 The apotheosis of Homer.








This painting by Jean Dominique Ingres is an example of a symmetrical and static composition. The basic shape is a triangle or pyramid. The figure of Homer forms the top of the pyramid. Emphasised by the top of the classic Greek temple in the background.  The other depicted figures and objects are arranged in a balanced way, the colours are cool and the technique is smooth. 





				     Figure 7 The dynamic of a cycler





This painting by Umberto Boccioni is an example of an a-symmetrical and dynamic composition. The main directional line is a diagonal, so it's a diagonal composition. All the parts of a cycle are repeated and create a feeling of movement in the painting. The shapes are depicted with different pure and impure colours. The technique is expressive, you can see the marks and ridges left by the brush.
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