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cubistic self portrait
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Picasso, Portrait of Dora Maar

If you look carefully, you can distinguish different points of views in this portrait, the full face, three-quarter of the face and the profile. Picasso shows us all the aspects of the portrait on one flat surface. This is one of the main characteristics of Cubism.

Assignment 1

Search for photographs of yourself from different angles. The full face, three-quarter of the face and the profile. Make sure the photographs or copies have the same sizes. (Enlarge or reduce them on the photocopier if necessary).

Make various collages in which you combine the different angles, using the photographs or copies of the photographs. Cut and paste the different viewpoints into a cubistic self-portrait.

Use a fine-liner to emphasize the characteristic lines of the portrait. Use it to create surfaces on the portrait by emphasizing the light points and shadow parts as well.

Assignment 2

Choose the best portrait and enlarge it on an A3-paper, using an HB-pencil. 

Emphasize the outer lines with Indian ink and brush no. 4. 

You may use every technique you can think of to add colour to your portrait. And also every material that you have: paint, ink or watercolours. 
Use your knowledge of colour contrasts. You can use the differences between:

· Warm/cool colours

· Pure/ impure colours

· Complementary colours

· Light and dark

One of the other demands is to insert different materials.  A minimum of three different techniques are required in your collage.   

Collage

The word collage comes from the French word meaning ‘paste up’. A collage is an arrangement or composition made up of pieces of torn or cut paper, cloth or other materials. It may include newspapers, bus tickets, labels and many other common items. A collage could be made up of textured materials such as wallpaper, sandpaper or sweet wrappers. These materials may form the whole or part of a two dimensional work such as a drawing or a painting. Collage was developed early in the 20th century by the French Cubists.

Assessment

Your work has to meet up with the following requirements:

· Two preliminary studies/ collages.

· 3 different  angles/viewpoints are shown

· Three different techniques are used

· Proper use of colour contrasts.

· Transitions within every surface

Success!
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PAPER  CUBISM

Write a paper including the following subjects:

· General information about cubism 

· Life and work of one of the cubistic artist (Braque, Gris or Picasso, no other artist!)
· An analysis of your favourite work.

General information about cubism

Search the internet or in books for information.

Include the following items:
In what year did Cubism originate?





In what city did Cubism originate?

3 characteristics of cubism (look at your own notes)
Life and work of a cubistic artist
Choose one of the artists: Braque, Gris or Picasso 

Collect and include 5 reproductions of his work

Analysis of a cubistic work

Write an analysis of your favourite work following the model on the next page.

Note:
*Mention the source of information: book, writer, title, www. addresses, etc. 

*Use your own words, it’s not allowed to copy the text.

Hand in during:  
week 40
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Analysis of an image

1
What do you see?

Describe what you see in a detailed way. Imagine yourself on the phone with another person, you have to give that other person a good idea of the image without seeing him/her.

2
Image aspects
By image aspects we mean the description of the different elements that form the image. In this assignment we distinguish tone, colour, shape and space.
-Tone: 
· Describe the light direction, where does it come from? 
· Can you see a cast shadow or the own shadow of a shape? Describe where you see it.
-Colour: 
· Write down the names of all the different colours, 
· What is the name of these groups of colours? (primary colours, secondary colours, etc

· Do you recognise colour contrasts? Which ones and where?
-Shape: 
· Do you recognise organic or geometric shapes, where do you see them? (describe)

· Flat or spatial shapes, where do you see them? (describe)
· Simplified and or distorted shapes, where do you see them? (describe)

-Space: 
· Do you recognise overlapping, cut off, reduction in size, foreshortening, plasticity, etc. where do you see them? (describe)
· Do you recognise different viewpoints? where do you see them? (describe)

6
Your own opinion

Try and formulate what you think is positive and/or negative about the work. Make sure your opinion is well-founded and supported by arguments.




When you think about it, the idea of portraying 3-dimensional objects on a 2-dimensional surface is rather a contradictory one. Picasso, Braque and Gris explored this contradiction in their paintings, between


1907 and 1914. 


They felt that they were being more honest and more realistic, by recognizing the problems in depicting the world two-dimensionally, than artists who tried to create an illusion of reality. They tried to create a more complex version of reality in their paintings. The main device they used was their rejection of the perspective from one single angle. Objects are shown from various angles. 


Can you recognise the various angles in the portrait of Dora Maar? 
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